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ENGLISH 2000: INTRODUCTION TO CREATIVE WRITING 
4:30 pm - 5:45 pm MW Coleman Hall 3120 
 
CONTACT INFORMATION – 
 
Professor: Dr. Quesada, rmquesada@eiu.edu  
Office: Coleman 3562  
Skype: skype.quesada 
Hours for consultation: M – 2:00 – 3:00 // T – 2:00 – 4:00 (via Skype) // W – 2:00 – 4:00 
 
 
Course Question: 
What’s the best genre or form of writing for you to express yourself? This is what we’ll 
explore during the semester.  
 
Course Description: 
Introduction to Creative Writing is a writing-centered course that will introduce students to 
reading for craft and writing creatively across genres. Students will participate in workshops 
of their creative work, read writing in each genre.  
 
Course Attendance: 
Attendance and participation are necessary. You are permitted two unexcused absences. An 
absence after two will lower your final grade by one letter grade. Excused absences are 
accompanied by appropriate legal or medical documentation in advance or immediately after. 
Additional attendance of events on-campus will be required.  
 
Course Text:  
 Starkey, David. Creative Writing: Four Genres in Brief, Bedford/St. Martin’s: 2013.  
 
Course Reading:  
1. Read all assigned texts and resources for major ideas. 
2. Keep digital notes of all you read. Save a file for every text for future reference. 
3. Create questions about assigned reading material. Share questions in class & online. 
4. Ask classmates thoughtful questions about the reading. Then, 
5. Ask your professor thoughtful questions about the reading.   
6. Re-read reading. Imagine you have to give a presentation on it in the future. Know it.  
 
Course Technology: 
1. Using the learning management system (d2l/Pi) 
2. Using email (EIU) and Internet  
3. Submit files in commonly used word processing programs formats 
4. Copying and pasting  
5. Downloading and installing software 
6. Using Cloud or digital space 
7. Video/Audio editing software (iMovie preferred. No knowledge necc.)  
 
Course Email: 
1. SUBJECT LINE with your course number, e.g., ENG2000 
2. SALUTATION, e.g., Dear Dr. Quesada 
3. CLOSING, e.g., Sincerely, Mary Pleasant 
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4. COMPLETE sentences  
5. DO NOT use abbreviations, slang, or inappropriate language 
 
Course Evaluation:  
60% = Original (and Revised = Final) Creative Writing across genres. 
20% = Craft Analysis Essays (at least 5 pages each/genre). 
20% = Participation (workshops, in-class discussion, & live reading). 
Final = Portfolio of revised Creative Writing/ART COLLAB.  
 
Academic Integrity: 
Students are expected to maintain principles of academic integrity and conduct as defined in 
EIU’s Code of Conduct (http://www.eiu.edu/judicial/studentconductcode.php). Violations 
will be reported to the Office of Student Standards.  
 
Additional Assistance: 
Information for students with disabilities: If you are a student with a documented disability 
and wish to receive academic accommodations, please contact the Office of Student 
Disability Services (OSDS) 217-581-6583 as soon as possible.  
 
Student Success Center: 
Students who are having difficulty achieving their academic goals are encouraged to contact 
the Student Success Center (www.eiu.edu/~success) for assistance with time management, 
test taking, note taking, avoiding procrastination, setting goals, and other skills to support 
academic achievement. The Student Success Center provides individualized consultations. To 
make an appointment, call 217-581-6696, or go to Ninth Street Hall, Room 1302.  
 
Writing Requirements: 
1. One poem in each form: Free Verse, Sonnet, Haiku. 
2. One creative nonfiction essay: Descriptive—a personal or subjective experience. 
3. One video: A visual interpretation of a poem or work of prose.  
4. One short story. 
5. One ten-minute play (stage).  
 
Late Work: 
 Late work will not be accepted. Work not submitted on time will receive zero credit.  
 
Writing Rubric Overview: 
Poetry: Form, Clarity, Figurative Language, Narrative/Emotion 
Nonfiction/Fiction: Clarity, Figurative Language, Climax 
Dramatic Writing: Form, Clarity, Climax 
Video: Subject, Presentation 
 
Writing Conduct: 
Plagiarism is defined as appropriating words or ideas that are not your own without giving 
proper credit. The consequences of plagiarism are dire and can result in a grade of F for the 
assignment and even for the course. Students are expected to maintain principles of academic 
integrity and conduct as defined in EIU’s Code of Conduct 
(http://www.eiu.edu/judicial/studentconductcode.php). Violations will be reported to the 
Office of Student Standards.  
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Student Learning Objectives (a – e) & goals (#s):  
 
a. Develop skills in craft analysis by discussing, reading & writing across genres (20%).  
 1. Produce original poetry, prose, dramatic writing, and video. 
 2. Read Contents of textbook and supplementary material. 
3. Learn how to write and produce an analysis for the work you produced.  
 
b. Produce & revise original creative work across genres (60%).  
          Produce and extensively revise: 
1. Three poems (free verse, sonnet, haiku) (18%).  
 2. Two prose works (20%). 
 3. One play (10%). 
 4. One video (12%). 
 
c. Read, discuss, & identify their creative work in the context of a tradition across genres (5%).  
          Prepare by answering the following about what you write: 
1. Who is the audience for this? 
2. What is innovative or original?  
2. What is not innovative or original?  
3. Why should I write this?  
4. Is this the best genre for my story or message? 
 
d. Practice the ability to critique creative work in a creative writing workshop (10%).  
          Prepare by answering the following about what you read: 
1. Who is the audience for this? 
2. What is innovative or original?  
2. What is not innovative or original?  
3. Why should I read this? 
4. Is this the best genre for my story or message? 
 
e. Participate in a reading of their creative work produced for this course (5%).  
          Prepare by:  
1. Practice reading what you wrote aloud at least 10 times. 
2. Memorize some or all of it.  
 
 
SCHEDULE (subject to change/selected readings will be announced on d2l/Pi): 
 
POETRY 
Week 1 Read pp. 14 – 70  
Week 2 Discuss Reading. Submit poems to everyone.   
Week 3 Discuss poems & revise. Craft Analysis Due.  
 
NONFICTION 
Week 4 Read pp. 170 – 213 –ART DEPT. COLLAB 
Week 5 Discuss Reading. Submit essays to everyone. 
Week 6 Discuss essays & revise. Craft Analysis Due.  
 
VIDEO  
Week 7 Intro to audio & video editing   
Week 8 Practice and Produce 
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Week 9 Edit Video. Craft Analysis Due.  
 
FICTION 
Week 10 Read pp. 98 – 144 –ART DEPT. COLLAB 
Week 11 Discuss Stories. Submit stories to everyone.  
Week 12 Discuss stories & revise. Craft Analysis Due.  
 
DRAMATIC WRITING 
Week 13 Read pp. 233 – 304  
Week 14 Discuss plays. Submit plays to everyone.  
Week 15 Discuss plays & revise. Craft Analysis Due.  
 
